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College Courses Never Sounded So Fun

As part of Sycamore Canyon Academy’s Sonoran Desert
Curriculum, students have the opportunity to enroll in
college-level seminar classes at Yavapai Community College
where they learn about the rich history of Southern Arizona.

Students also collaborate with local archeologists, Oracle
State Park and the college to learn about those that inhabited
the Sonoran Desert around 780 AD. At the conclusion of
their coursework, students conducted field observations
putting their knowledge into practice and observed three
Hohokam archeological sites.

Included are brief excerpts that summarize the students’
experiences and perspectives at the conclusion of their
course and field exercises.
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Group 1 Field Journal, dated 2.23.08: During owr field ob-
servations and coursework, we learned quite a bit about the
Hohokam that inhabited the Black
Mountains. I never knew they lived so
close and so commonly around here. We
Jound a lot of pottery; we even saw a
ball court. We also observed that most
of the pottery we found was brown and
red. The Native Americans were very
smart and civilized. They dumped all of &
their trash in one area. They made holes ".'
in the stones called matatas and used :
them to grind seeds for flour. My fiiend
Jound out that his tribe Tohono O'dham
might be relatives of the Hohokam. He
would also like to hunt for pottery in a desert near his house.

Group 2 Field Journal, dated 2.23.08: We learned that the
Hohokam like to be close to ditches and streams so they could
have fertile land and irigation water.
They also had land up high in case of
Aoods or other tribes trying to attack.
We also saw a couple of pictograpiis
which are litile carved pictures in i
rocks. The Hohokam made arrowheads =
and they domesticated animals Iike
dogs, cows, and sheep. We learned
abour the weapon they used called an
atlatle and how it benefited the range
and accuracy of their spear. We learned
that the Hohokam depended on the sa-
guare cactus in the dry seasons for both
water and food. They also dug holes in
the ground and put pots of giinded seeds and toois in them.




